
   
 

THE SILENT SAM SYLLABUS: 

A MODULE FOR TEACHING CONFEDERATE MONUMENTALITY 

"I am not indifferent to the claims of a generous forgiveness, but whatever else I may forget, I shall never forget the 

difference between those who fought for liberty and those who fought for slavery.” 

 —Frederick Douglass, “Decoration Day Speech,” (1894) 

 

Abstract 

When student protestors at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill toppled a Confederate 

sculpture in the center of campus, they threw fuel on a fraught hundred and fifty year old argument 

concerning the meaning of the American Civil War. The statue in question, “Silent Sam,” became the 

crux of the debate about the removal of Confederate monuments—at stake are questions of history, 

factuality, and the collective memory: Where did all these monuments come from? What were they meant 

to symbolize, and how has that symbolism changed over time? Who built them, and for whom were they 

intended?  How does one differentiate between American history and American mythology?  What should 

be done with these monuments? 

The intent of this syllabus is to marshal Silent Sam to the service of teaching history, 

methodology, and informed political engagement. How do historians establish history, and why are we 

still debating the Civil War? Are there objective facts about the past that inform the present, or are all 

facts subject to interpretation and reframing? Silent Sam can be used as a case study for teaching so-

called “fake news”—not only how to recognize it as such, but also to see how very real something fake 

can become when enough people believe it. Silent Sam serves as a model for teaching historical empathy: 

what does such an object mean to different audiences in the present, as well as past audiences? Are there 

better ways to engage in political debate than the shallow, Twitter-style discourse that saturates the 

internet? Finally, Silent Sam serves as an example of civil disobedience, nonviolent intervention, and the 

wider question of effective political engagement: at what point do, and should, citizens take nonviolent 

intervention? 

https://www.loc.gov/resource/mfd.27003/?st=gallery
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?search=silent+sam&title=Special:Search&go=Go#/media/File:MJK49379_Silent_Sam.jpg


   
 

Following the genre of the Trump Syllabus and the revised Trump Syllabus 2.0 (and 3.0), and the 

Charlottesville Syllabus, this document is meant to be a crowd-sourced example of how historians and 

scholars can dynamically respond to emergent controversies, not simply within the narrow context of 

their respective fields, but also in the classroom, and for the wider public. One goal of this syllabus is to 

demonstrate the growing role of the humanities to address current events rapidly, but also wisely. Another 

goal is to identify the most relevant materials that are publicly accessible.  A study of Confederate 

monumentality is a study of all monumentality, about what it means to choose to commemorate a 

particular history. The skills and materials necessary to informed discussion of this topic apply broadly, to 

nationalism, to myth making, even to individuals. At heart here is a question of why we choose to tell the 

stories we tell about ourselves.  

Finally, the Silent Sam Syllabus is intended to a first draft.  And it will always be a draft. Nor 

does this syllabus claim to be exhaustive.  As this controversy unravels in the months and years to come, 

it will be necessary to update it. We here at Monument Lab welcome submission of additional readings, 

teaching tools, comments, concerns, or ideas in the spirit of improving this syllabus. {{submission link}} 
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RELATED RESOURCES 

• UNC Libraries Exhibit on Silent Sam.  

• UNC Libraries Guide to Silent Sam.  

• UNC History Department Statement and Bibliography on Silent Sam. 

• Southern Poverty Law Center.  

• David Blight’s Yale Open Course, The Civil War and Reconstruction Era.  

• Monument Lab.  
 

 

SYLLABUS STRUCTURE 

TITLE FOR THE WEEK 
Central, overarching guiding question. 

1. A short article on Silent Sam. (or several) 

2. A longer chapter from an academic book, foregrounding this material. Ideally the 

whole book is relevant, but the most relevant chapter/s has been selected. 

3. And ideally, an archive or primary source document to look at. – as much digitally 

available as possible, and/or some sort of multimedia source. 

  

https://www.chronicle.com/article/Trump-Syllabus/236824
https://www.publicbooks.org/trump-syllabus-2-0/
https://www.publicbooks.org/trump-syllabus-3-0/
https://medium.com/@UVAGSC/the-charlottesville-syllabus-9e01573419d0
https://exhibits.lib.unc.edu/exhibits/show/silent-sam/about
https://guides.lib.unc.edu/campus-monuments/silent-sam
https://history.unc.edu/silent-sam/
https://www.splcenter.org/
https://oyc.yale.edu/history/hist-119/lecture-27
http://monumentlab.com/


   
 

INTRODUCING SILENT SAM 

Who is Silent Sam? 

• Web Essay: “‘Silent Sam’ The Confederate Monument at the University of North Carolina at 

Chapel Hill,” by James L. Leloudis and Cecelia Moore. Online. 

• Catalogue Entry: “Confederate Monument, UNC (Chapel Hill),” Documenting the American 

South, University Library, The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Online. 

• Images: Wikimedia Commons archive. Online. 

• Archive: "Confederate Soldiers' Monument, University of NC, Chapel Hill," in Durwood Barbour 

Collection of North Carolina Postcards (P077), North Carolina Collection Photographic Archives, 

Wilson Library, UNC-Chapel Hill, Online. 

 

CONFEDERATE MONUMENTS: SITUATING SILENT SAM 

Silent Sam is but one of many Confederate monuments. Why has this issue come to a boil now? 

• Chapters: “Introduction,” “Slavery’s Memorial,” and “Common Soldiers” in Kirk Savage, 

Standing Soldiers, Kneeling Slaves: Race, War, and Monument in Nineteenth-Century America, 

New edition. (Princeton; Oxford: Princeton University Press, 2018). 

• Rebecca Solnit, ‘The Monument Wars’, Harper’s Magazine, January 2017. Online. 

• Map: ‘Whose Heritage?’ Southern Poverty Law Center, Online. 

• Report: Booth Gunter and Jamie Kizzire, “Whose Heritage?: Public Symbols of the 

Confederacy,” Southern Poverty Law Center, 2016. PDF. 

• Speech: ‘Opinion | Mitch Landrieu’s Speech on the Removal of Confederate Monuments in New 

Orleans’, The New York Times, 22 December 2017. Text or video. 

 

INVENTING SAM: THE LOST CAUSE MYTH 

The Civil War ended in 1865. Why was it fought, and what did it mean? 

• Video: Jeffrey Robinson, “When Heritage = Hate” Online. (especially: 56:00-61:00) 

• Lecture: David W. Blight, "Lecture 27 – Legacies of the Civil War," The Civil War and 

Reconstruction Era, 1845-1877, (Yale: Open Yale Courses). Online. 

• Archival Video: ‘What Did the Rebel Yell Sound Like?’ Smithsonian Magazine, Online.  

• Article: Jill Lepore, ‘The Age of Facts Is Over’, 14 March 2016. Online. 

• Chapter: “Journey into the Lost Cause,” and “The Sacred Trust,” in Karen L. Cox, Dixie’s 

Daughters: The United Daughters of the Confederacy and the Preservation of Confederate 

Culture, New Perspectives on the History of the South (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 

2003). 

 

DIXIE’S DAUGHTERS 

Who erected Silent Sam? What is at stake with claiming Confederate lineage? 

• Article: Kali Holloway, ‘Time to Expose the Women Still Celebrating the Confederacy’, The 

Daily Beast, 3 November 2018. Online.  

• Article: Joe Killian, ‘United Daughters of the Confederacy Requested Custody of Silent Sam’, 

The Progressive Pulse, Dec 27, 2018. Online. 

• “The Monument Builders,” Combatting ‘Wicked Falsehoods,” and “Vindication and 

Reconciliation,” in Karen L. Cox, Dixie’s Daughters: The United Daughters of the Confederacy 

https://spark.adobe.com/page/Z4gHJKurmmkZS/
https://docsouth.unc.edu/commland/monument/41/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?search=silent+sam&title=Special%3ASearch&go=Go
https://dc.lib.unc.edu/cdm/singleitem/collection/nc_post/id/2817
https://harpers.org/archive/2017/01/the-monument-wars/?single=1
https://www.splcenter.org/data-projects/whose-heritage
https://www.splcenter.org/sites/default/files/com_whose_heritage.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/05/23/opinion/mitch-landrieus-speech-transcript.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/video/national/full-speech-mitch-landrieu-addresses-removal-of-confederate-statues/2017/05/31/cbc3b3a2-4618-11e7-8de1-cec59a9bf4b1_video.html?utm_term=.a35e7395fcf3
file:///D:/Dropbox/Harvard/Monument%20Lab/Post%207%20-%20Sileny%20Sam%20Syllabus/The%20Confederate%20Flag%20and%20the%20Lost%20Cause:%20The%20Truth%20About%20The%20Confederacy
https://oyc.yale.edu/history/hist-119/lecture-27
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/videos/category/history/what-did-the-rebel-yell-sound-like/
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2016/03/21/the-internet-of-us-and-the-end-of-facts
https://www.thedailybeast.com/time-to-expose-the-women-still-celebrating-the-confederacy
https://pulse.ncpolicywatch.org/2018/12/27/united-daughters-of-the-confederacy-requested-custody-of-silent-sam/


   
 

and the Preservation of Confederate Culture, New Perspectives on the History of the South 

(Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2003). 

• Julian Chambliss, ‘Don’t Call Them Memorials,’ Frieze, August 23, 2017. Online. 

• Book: Laura Martin Rose, The Ku Klux Klan: Or, Invisible Empire (New Orleans, La.: LGraham 

Co, 1914). Online. 

 
REPORTING SILENT SAM 

There has been mountains of reporting on Silent Sam. How and why do liberal and conservative media 

outlets differ in their rhetoric? 

• “Preface” and “Framing 101: How to Take Back Public Discourse,” in George Lakoff, Don’t 

Think of an Elephant!: Know Your Values and Frame the Debate (White River Junction: Chelsea 

Green Publishing, 2014). 

• Video: ‘Rachel Campos-Duffy on Confederate Statues’, Fox News, 2017. Online. 

• Interview: ‘Meet Maya Little, UNC Student Whose Protest Ignited the Movement to Topple a 

Racist Confederate Statue’, Democracy Now! August 22, 2018. Online (two parts). 

• Lester Levine,‘Guest Op-Ed: Silent Sam Speaks’, The Daily Tar Heel, October 28, 2018. Online. 

 

SAM, MYTH & MISOGYNY 

How do conventions of masculinity inform the Silent Sam narrative? Why does Julian Carr lean so 

heavily on classical allusion? 

• Dedication Speech: Julian Carr, “Unveiling of Confederate Monument at University,” June 2, 

1913, series 2.2, folder 26, Julian Shakespeare Carr Papers, Southern Historical Collection 

#00141. Online. 

• Timeline: Silent Sam. (Focus on May 11, 1937). Online. 

• Book Chapters: “Arms and the Manosphere,” and “How to Save Western Civilization,” in Donna 

Zuckerberg, Not All Dead White Men: Classics and Misogyny in the Digital Age (Cambridge: 

Harvard University Press, 2018). 

 

REMEMBERING THE FUTURE 

Confederate monuments not only commemorate, they anticipate—what sort of future do Confederate 

monuments imagine? 

• Article: Van Wyck Brooks, ‘On Creating a Usable Past’, The Dial, 64 (1918), 337. Online. 

• Lecture: Sarah Lewis, “The Future Perfect: Race and Monuments in the United States” 

On Monuments, Place, Time, and Memory, Symposium at Harvard University Graduate School of 

Design, February 27, 2018. Online. (Start at 15:40). 

• Article: Evander Price – Confederate Future Monumentality (forthcoming on Monument Lab). 

 

SUPPORTING SAM 
Who supports Sam?  How do they construct their arguments? 

• Jonathan Zimmerman, ‘Historians Should End Silence on Silent Sam’, The Chronicle of Higher 

Education, 17 December 2018. Online. 

• ‘Empty Pedestals: What Should Be Done with Civic Monuments to the Confederacy and Its 

Leaders?’ Civil War Times Magazine, October 2017. Online. 

• Evander Price, ‘A Brief Taxonomy of Confederate Monument Apologism’, Monument Lab, Nov 

8, 2018. Online. 

https://frieze.com/article/dont-call-them-memorials
file:///D:/Dropbox/Harvard/Monument%20Lab/Post%207%20-%20Sileny%20Sam%20Syllabus/•%09https:/books.google.com/books%3fid=1YMfAQAAMAAJ&printsec=frontcover&dq=The+Ku+Klux+Klan:+or+Invisible+empire+By+Laura+Martin+Rose&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjv5uml-5nKAhUBGh4KHZprB0oQ6AEIHDAA%23v=onepage&q=The%20Ku%20Klux%20Klan:%20or%20Invisible%20empire%20By%20Laura%20Martin%20Rose&f=false
http://video.foxnews.com/v/5545685370001/
https://www.democracynow.org/2018/8/22/meet_maya_little_unc_student_whose
https://www.dailytarheel.com/article/2018/10/guest-op-ed-silent-sam-speaks-1028
https://finding-aids.lib.unc.edu/00141/
https://exhibits.lib.unc.edu/files/original/c1160e4341b86794b7e842cb042fb414.pdf
https://exhibits.lib.unc.edu/exhibits/show/silent-sam/timeline
https://www.scribd.com/document/370440285/2-Brooks-Van-Wyck-Creating-a-Usable-Past-1918
https://www.gsd.harvard.edu/event/on-monuments-place-time-and-memory/
https://www.chronicle.com/article/Historians-Should-End-Silence/245346
http://www.historynet.com/empty-pedestals-civic-monuments-confederacy-leaders.htm
http://monumentlab.com/news/2018/11/8/a-brief-taxonomy-of-confederate-monument-apologism


   
 

CURRENT EVENTS: NOW WHAT SAM? 

Hundreds of suggestions have been made for what to do about Silent Sam.  Are some solutions better or 

worse, and why? 

• “Report: Data from Faculty Workshops on the Disposition of the Confederate Statue Compiled 

by the Office of Faculty Governance” October 26, 2018 Format revised on November 2, 2018. 

Online. 

• “Executive Summary: College of Arts & Sciences Faculty and Staff Survey on Silent Sam.” 

Online. 

• Twitter: @now_what_Sam 

• Steven Johnson, ‘North Carolina Board Rejects Chapel Hill’s Controversial Plan for Silent Sam’, 

The Chronicle of Higher Education, 14 December 2018. Online. 

• [Place holder for latest article, developments] 

 

CONCLUSIONS: CIVIC ENGAGEMENT 
What are the best means for responding to Confederate monuments? 

• Dave Oswald Mitchell and Andrew Boyd, Beautiful Trouble: A Toolbox for Revolution, Pocket 

edition. (New York: OR Books, 2013). 

• Modupe Labode, "Confederate Monuments and 'The Lost Cause'" in David B. Allison, 

Controversial Monuments and Memorials: A Guide for Community Leaders, American 

Association for State and Local History Book Series (Lanham, Maryland: Rowman & Littlefield, 

2018). 

• “Part II: From Theory to Action,” in George Lakoff, Don’t Think of an Elephant!: Know Your 

Values and Frame the Debate (White River Junction: Chelsea Green Publishing, 2014). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Confederates won with the pen (and the noose) what they could not win on the 

battlefield: the cause of white supremacy and the dominant understanding of what 

the war was all about. We are still digging ourselves out from under the 

misinformation they spread, which has manifested in our public monuments and  our 

history books. 

—James W. Loewen 

https://facultygov.unc.edu/files/2018/11/Data-from-2018-Faculty-Workshops-on-Disposition-of-Confederate-statue_11.02.18.pdf
https://college.unc.edu/files/2018/11/Silent-Sam-executive-summary-10-17-18.pdf
https://www.chronicle.com/article/North-Carolina-Board-Rejects/245339

